Praying for Missionaries    (by Eric Williams)
A Two-Act Play with Seven Demon Actors (most are in only 1 of the acts)

Act 1 – On the Mission’s Field  (players: Major Brimstone, Flash and Sparky)



(Scene opens with Flash standing on the stage and Sparky enters)

Sparky: Hey Flash, We’re in big trouble.

Flash: Why?  What’s going down?

Sparky: Big Red has not been happy with our failed efforts to attack those missionaries who moved into town last year.  He’s sending an efficiency expert over to check up on us.  And… It’s Major Brimstone!

(Brimstone walks in behind Sparky who doesn’t see him)

Sparky: Major Brimstone is Mean…  He’s Cruel…  He’s Rotten…

(Flash signals him)

Sparky: …and he’s standing behind me right now, isn’t he? (turns and smiles)

Brimstone: Mean, Cruel and Rotten eh?  Flattery will get you nowhere.  Now, tell me what’s been going down.

Flash: Well, last year a team of Missionaries moved into the area.  Since then they’ve had dozens of converts, planted three churches, trained leaders…

Brimstone: (interrupting) And what have you done to stop them?

Flash: We’ve tried everything, but nothing seems to be working.  

Sparky: Some of our plans have even backfired… done more good than harm!

Brimstone: Have you tried culture shock?  You know, being surprised by weird customs, having to eat disgusting food, not being able to understand the language…

Flash: Yea!  A lot!  But they seem to have adapted incredibly well.  I even gave one of them a nasty case of dysentery.  (mispronounce the word)

All the Others: DYSENTARY

Flash: …but he wouldn’t even slow him down!

Brimstone: Have you tried to stir up some good old American arrogance within them?  You know how that really turns off the natives.  They’ll be chanting “Yankee Go Home!” in no time.

Sparky: We tried that too!  But I’ve never seen such a humble and respectful group!

Brimstone: What about their kids?

Flash: We tried to turn one into a rebel and that didn’t work!  

Flash: It’s a lot harder to tempt Christian kids today.

Brimstone: Why’s that?

Flash and Sparky together: (pause) VeggieTales

Brimstone: Oh Yeah.

Sparky: I thought we had one of them when their 10-year-old saw a picture of Ronald Reagan standing in front of the Statue of Liberty and didn’t recognize either one. But that didn’t even seem to phase them! 

Flash (to himself): Who’s Ronald Reagan?

Brimstone: Have you tried to get them to fight among themselves?  I’ve seen that wipe out a “closely knit” team many times.

Sparky: Yea!  And then they prayed about it.  I won’t even get into what that led to!

Brimstone: What about problems with family members back in the states?

Flash: Oh Yeah, we’ve tried that too!  One of them even missed her dad’s funeral!  But her mom wrote and said that dad was proud of her and didn’t want her to worry.

Sparky: Look, we have tried all of those things and a whole lot more!  But nothing seems to work.  It’s not our fault!

Flash: It’s as if there’s a hedge of protection around them!

Sparky: I think they’re getting help!  (pause)

Brimstone: That may be so.  Let me check into this.

(Brimstone pulls out a red cell phone and makes a call)

Brimstone (on the phone): Hey Smokey, Brimstone here.  I need you to check up on something for me.  Got a team here who’s been trying to attack some missionaries and aren’t having much success.  Could you check the power lines and see if those missionaries have been getting any effectual fervent prayer help….  Yeah, I’ll wait…  

Brimstone (to Sparky and Flash): If they have been getting prayer support then we’ll have to fix this problem at the source!

Brimstone (on phone): What’s that?…  HOW MUCH?  …Where’s it coming from?…  Really…  What kind of things have they been praying about?…  I was afraid of that…  They must have that blasted booklet!…  Wait a minute, what about the local leaders?…  Excellent!  That’s where we can hit ‘em!…  Ok, I’ll talk to you later.  Have a Rotten Day!  Bye.

Brimstone (to Sparky and Flash): They have been getting prayer support… a lot of it!  and it’s mostly from people who go to one specific church.

Sparky: So we’re off the hook?

Brimstone: For now.  But once we deal with this prayer problem you had better be ready to turn up the heat big time!  Get it?!?

Flash: Right.  Uh… you said something about a booklet.  What is that?

Brimstone: It’s that foul booklet, “How to Pray for Missionaries.”  It gives away our entire assault plan.  Tells the enemy everything we do and how to pray for protection!

Flash: You mean like the “Screwtape Letters?”

Brimstone: Yeah!  And it’s caused us a lot of trouble.  You know… I’ll bet that right now there’s a church that has a bunch of them in their Foyer that they are just giving away!

Sparky: Now did you say that you found a way that we can hit them.

Brimstone: Yeah.  You said that they were training up local leaders.  (Sparky nods)  Hit them.  Those “prayer warriors” back in the states always seem to forget that these folks are the key to their long-term success.  If we take them out, you know, keep them so busy that they don’t have time to “be discipled,” then all their work will collapse when the missionaries move on to another area.  The damage will be contained!  

Sparky: But what if the people back in the States start praying for the local leaders?

Brimstone: Let’s just hope they don’t!

(Flash and Sparky nod)

Brimstone: OK, now here’s the plan.  I want you to do three things.  First, start picking on the local leaders PRONTO!  Start off light, and then slowly turn up the heat.  Second, pull back on the missionary attacks for now; maybe draw them into complacency.  Third, Put together a major assault plan.  

Sparky and Flash: Yeah!  I got some new ideas I want to try…

Brimstone: That’s the Evil Spirit.  But we can’t implement it until I can do something about that “help” they’re getting.  Then we’ll really get down to business.

Flash: We’ll be ready!

Sparky: You can count on us!

All three: (They form a circle and join and put one hand in the middle like a football team and chant) E-vil, E-vil, E-vil, Yeahhhhh….  (they break)

(Brimstone walks away from Flash and Sparky who exit into the darkness.  Brimstone makes a phone call to Lava whose voice is heard off-stage): 666-666-6666

Brimstone: Let me speak to Lieutenant Lava.  

Lava: This is Lava.  What’s down?

Brimstone: This is Major Brimstone.  I got an important job for you.  There’s a group of Christians back in the states who’re praying us out of business.  All our efforts to attack a bunch of missionaries are blowing up in our faces. 

Lava: Well you called the right guy.  That’s my specialty.  I’ll get the un-praying.

Brimstone: I’m counting on you, dude.  Call me back when you’ve nailed ‘um.  We’re putting an assault plan together but it won’t fly until those prayers have stopped.  

Lava: I’ll get on to it right away.  (they both hang up)

Brimstone (to audience): Ah hate prayer! (exits)

Act 2 – At the Home Church  (players: Lieutenant Lava, Ember, Pyro and Flame)

(Pyro, Flame and Ember are sitting down.  Pyro is eating Red Hots and Flame is drinking a Code Red.  All three are watching a small TV.  Lieutenant Lava walks in!)

Lava: What are you guys doing?

Pyro: Just eating some RED Hots…

Flame: and drinking Code RED…

Ember: and watching the RED-skins game.  

Flame (to Ember): You know… I’m really glad that Darrel “GREEN” has retired.  

Ember (to Flame): He’s one of THEM you know.

Flame: What would you expect with a name like “GREEN”.

Lava (walks over and turns off the TV): Well cut it out!   

Ember: Hey!  We were watching that!

Lava: Well we got work to do!

Ember: Can’t it wait until after the game?

Lava (to Ember): One more word out of you and you’re off the team!

Ember (mocking him): One more word out of you and you’re off the team!

Lava: That’s it!  You are history!

Ember (mutters): Well I never liked this team much anyway.  

   (Ember sticks out his tongue at Pyro who does the same in return)

Lava: Well you’re going to love your new assignment.

Lava (makes a phone call, saying): Personnel?  This is Lieutenant Lava.  I’d like you to transfer Ember to Sector 17-G.  Thanks!

Ember (with gleeful anticipation): So what’s my new assignment?

Lava: Oh, you’re gonna love it. (the two walk toward the exit)  You’re gonna spend your days at a Fat-Farm tempting overweight women with Snickers bars.

Ember: NOOOOO! (as he is shoved out the door.  The others look shocked)

Lava (to the others): Now is everyone here ready to get down to work?

Pyro and Flame (stand and salute): Yes Sir!

Lava: OK!  Now I just got the word that some of the church members that YOU guys are supposed to be dealing with have been praying awful hard for some over-seas missionaries.  

Flame: Uh Oh.

Lava: and the team that’s trying to attack those missionaries is having no success at all.  The whole town’s getting infested with Converts!

Flame: Uhhh, converts…

Lava: Well I’m here to make sure that you guys put a stop to this!  Now what have you been doing to keep them from praying?

Pyro: Uh… trials… fiery trials.

Lava: Look, I’ve seen that work.  That’s fine.  But just remember that the kind of people who pray like they’ve been praying usually pray all the more when the heat’s on.

Flame: I tried to tell some of them that God has ordained everything anyway, and that their prayers won’t change anything… so why pray?

Lava: Did it work?

Flame: I’ve seen it work with a lot of Presbyterians, but these guys seem to know better than that.

Pyro: They got a pastor who knows what he’s talking about!

Lava: OK, what else have you done?

Pyro: I told them that Missionaries are like super-spiritual.  You know, cause if they weren’t then they wouldn’t be missionaries.  Anyway, then I said that they’re so spiritual that they don’t need prayer support.

Lava: And they fell for that???

Pyro: A lot of them did.

Flame: People can be so Stoooopid!  (Pyro and Flame do an Evil Laugh)

Lava: OK, OK.  What else have you done?

Flame: That’s about it.  Do you have any other suggestions?

Lava: I can’t believe you guys!!!  You’re missing the most effective attacks.  

Pyro and Flame: Huh?

Lava: Now listen… they’re book says that the “effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.”  That’s where you hit them.  Fervency and Righteousness!

Flame: How?

Lava: Let’s start with fervency.  You want to give them something else to devote their energy to.  You know, stuff like jobs, family vacations, finances… stuff like that. 

Flame: Oh, you mean we should get them to pray for those things?

Lava: NO!  (Lava slaps Flame up-side the head)  We don’t want them praying at all!  

Pyro: Unless it’s for wealth and riches.  I love it when they parade their covetousness in God’s presence.  

Lava: Right.  But the main thing is to get them to do something other than pray.  

Pyro: Keep them so busy that they ignore those missionary prayer magnets on their refrigerators.  

Lava: Yeah!  And most of all, get them to put down that miserable little booklet that tells them how to pray for missionaries. 

Pyro: Ok, but what about righteousness?  You said that was another way to attack them.

Lava: Not just “another” way.  That’s the most effective weapon in our arsenal.  You tempt them and draw them slowly into sin.  They will be so ashamed of what they did that they will be too embarrassed to go into God’s presence and pray.

Flame: But how could that work?  When they go to God, they can ask for His forgiveness and easily get it.  He doesn’t even charge them for it!

Lava: I know.  But that’s the most amazing thing.  It stops them anyway!  People can be so dumb!

Flame: Dumb-da-dumb-dumb.  (the Dragnet theme)

 Lava: Yeah.  But there is even more you can do.  Try to get them to fall in love with that sin.  They won’t want to quit.  

Pyro: I get it!  As long as they intentionally hold onto that sin, they won’t want to go to God in prayer because they know that He will tell them to quit.

Lava: Exactly!

Flame: These are great ideas!

Lava: Just wait.  I haven’t even started with all that you can do to them.  You know all their little unintentional sins that they do from time to time?  

Flame: You mean like taking 16 items through the express checkout at Safeway?
Lava: Yeah.  Try to make them feel real guilty about em!  Tell them that God is mad at them and that He doesn’t want to talk to them any more until they shape up.  That really takes the wind out of their sails.  I’ve seen that wipe out people for years.

Pyro: This is great stuff.  Tell us more.

Lava: I’ll give you more, later.  Right now I want you to get to work using these attacks.  It’s vital that you knock out those prayers for those overseas missionaries. 

Flame: (assumes a boxer’s stance and takes a few punches into the air)

Lava (slaps flame upside the head again): Now look.  That other team is planning a big attack on them missionaries, but they can’t launch it until you do your jobs first.  

Flame: We’ll get right on it!

Pryo: We’ll stop them from praying!

Lava: You’d better… Or else you should stock up on Snickers Bars.  (Pryo & Flame shutter)

(Lava leaves while Pyro and Flame look into the audience, point and do an evil laugh)

(Young Girl walks in, and holds hands together in prayer): Jesus, thank you for loving me.

Pyro and Flame: Scream and run away.

