PARDON ME

A 5-Scene Play

By Eric Williams

The play consists of five scenes.  The odd ones (1, 3 and 5) occur in a church as two young men respond to an altar call in scene 1 and later discuss the true meaning of faith with the Reverend Bellows in scenes 3 and 5.  Scenes 2 and 4 are dream sequences where these two young men speak with Jesus Himself and learn that only those who repent and seek forgiveness will be accepted by God. 

Main Characters:

Rev. Bellows: A blustery preacher who preaches easy-believism.

Mike: Young man who responds to the altar call.  He wants to “get into heaven.”

Steve: Another young man who responds to the altar call.  He wants to “serve Jesus.”

Jesus: He talks to Steve and Mike during two dream sequences (in Acts 2 and 4).


(Norm: Played by the same actor who plays Jesus.  He “goes forward” during the altar call in the final scene)

Small Parts:

Deacon Doug: He takes over the altar call when Rev. Bellows talks to Steve and Mike.  He only has a couple of lines.

Angel: Played by a young girl, she assists Jesus in the dream sequences.  She only has a couple of lines.

Scene 1: In the Church.

Bellows: (preaching to the crowd)  So the choice is yours.  What will it be?  You’re not going to turn your back on Jesus, are you?  So as we sing “Just as I am” I want you to get out of your seat, walk down this aisle, and say “Yes” to Jesus. 

(Mike, and a moment later Steve walk the down aisle and talk quietly to Rev. Bellows.  They occasional smile and nod at each other.  After a moment, the music stops…)

Bellows: Today we have two people who have come forward to say “Yes” to Jesus.  Mike here says that he wants to go to heaven.  Praise God.  And Steve here wants to serve Jesus.  Hallelujah, two more people have been saved.

Steve: Saved?  What does that mean?

Bellows: Don’t worry about that my friend, it’s just a theological term.

Mike: Thank you preacher.

Steve: Yes.  Thanks very much.

(They shake hand, say their goodbyes and leave)

Scene 2: A Dream

(Mike, is dressed in pajamas and walks into a room.  He yawns and appears disoriented.  He is holding a rolled up sheet of paper in his hand but doesn’t seem to notice it.  He sees someone [Jesus] sitting at a desk.)

Mike: (softly) Where am I?  (to the man at the desk)  Who are you?

Jesus: I am Jesus.

Mike: AM I DEAD?

Jesus: No, you’re just dreaming.  You will wake up soon.  (pause)  So what’s that you got in your hand?

Mike: (Puzzled, looks at his hand).  I don’t know.  (Mike unrolls and looks at the paper for a moment)  Oh, This is an “Admittance Form.”  It say’s “please admit Mike, that’s me, into heaven!”  Oh, and there’s a place at the bottom for you to sign.  (He takes the sheet over to Jesus and hands it to Him)

(Steve enters, holding a teddy bear in one hand and a rolled up sheet of paper in the others.  Startled, he tosses the teddy bear behind him).  Where am I?  What is this place?

Mike: (to Steve): Hey Steve.  This is Jesus.  He’s gonna let me into heaven.

Steve: Am I Dead?

Mike: No!  We’re just dreaming.  (turns to Jesus and asks…)  What’s he doing in my dream?

Jesus:  Oh, it’s his dream too.  So Steve, what do you have in your hand there?

Steve: (Puzzled, looks at his hand).  I don’t know.  (Steve unrolls and looks at the paper for a moment)  Oh, This is an Employment Application… so I can work for you.  Oh, and there’s a place at the bottom for you to sign.  (He takes the sheet over to Jesus and hands it to Him)

(Jesus looks at the two forms as they each sit down, one on each side of his desk)

Jesus: Well look you guys, we’ve got a problem here.  (to Mike)  I can’t let you into heaven.  You have a criminal record.  And we can’t let criminals into heaven.  It would ruin the neighborhood.

Mike: But I’m not a criminal.

Jesus: Just because you didn’t do anything to get yourself arrested on Earth doesn’t mean that you are not a criminal.  You’ve sinned against God.  You have broken His laws.

(Mike starts to object but Jesus turns to Steve)

Jesus: And I’m afraid that you are a criminal too.  And I can’t have criminals working for me.  Just wouldn’t be right.

Steve: I understand… (pause)… But isn’t there anything that can be done about it?

Jesus: Oh Yes.  You need to get a pardon.  Once your have been forgiven, then you  (points to Mike) can get into heaven and you (looks at Steve) can work for me.

Steve: So how do we get a pardon?

Jesus: You don’t know?

Steve: No.

Jesus: Who told you that I was the one who could get you into heaven?

Mike: The preacher.

Jesus: And he didn’t tell you how to get a pardon?

Mike: No.  

Steve: He didn’t even say that we needed one.

Jesus: This is not good.  Now listen, I could tell you how to get a pardon, but that’s the preacher’s job.  He’s supposed to tell you that.  The fact that he is not telling folks like you is somewhat disturbing.  So I’ll tell you what.  You go back and ask him.  He will tell you how to get a pardon and we will talk again tomorrow night.

Steve: Is it baptism?  Is that what gets me a pardon?

Jesus: Steve, what would you think if a judge tossed water on a murderer and then told him he was free to go?

Steve: (pause) OK… so it’s not baptism… 

Jesus: No it’s not.  But don’t worry.  A pardon is not hard to get.  Won’t cost you a thing.  But you go ask that preacher.  He will tell you how to get one.

Mike: OK, we will talk to him.  And we will be back here tomorrow night?

Jesus: You can count on it.

Scene 3: Back at Church

Bellows: (preaching to the crowd) And so the choice is yours.  God voted for you.  Satan voted against you.  Your vote decides the matter.  So as we sing “Just as I am”, I want you to get out of your seats, walk down this aisle and cast your vote… For Jesus!

(Mike and Steve walk down the aisle together, and Bellows look puzzled.  They talk quietly as the music plays.  Bellows displays a shocked expression and summons Deacon Doug over to take over the altar call.  He leads Mike and Steve into his office).

Bellows: Now you are telling me that you both had the same dream?

Mike: Hey, what happened to your voice?

Bellows: What do you mean?

Mike: It sounds different.

Bellows: Oh, this is my normal voice.  Out there I used my preaching voice.

Mike: Why do you need two voices?  (silent pause)

Steve: That’s not important.  We need to know how we can get a pardon.  Jesus said that He wouldn’t let anyone work for Him or get into heaven, until they first get a pardon.

Bellows: Jesus told you that?

Mike: Yeah.  And He said that you know how we can get one, and that you should have told us how yesterday.

Bellows: (They sit down and Bellows explains the gospel using the record book of sins illustration and emphasizes that since Jesus died our sins, He is the only one who can pardon anybody.)

Steve: So why didn’t you tell us this before?

Bellows: I didn’t think it mattered.  I mean, as long as you go to Jesus – that’s what counts.  Who cares why you go… whether it is for forgiveness or to get into heaven or to serve Him…  As long as you go to HIM, it shouldn’t matter why you go.

Steve: Well apparently it does.  It appears that Jesus will only accept us if we go to Him as a sinner, believing in what He did on the cross and seeking a pardon.  And that only after we receive His forgiveness can we receive anything else from Him.

Bellows: You know, come to think of it, that does kinda make sense.

Mike: I’m sorry preacher, but there is something that has been bothering me.  Last night Jesus told me that I needed a pardon.  I’m certainly not going to dispute with Jesus, but ever since He told me that I have been trying to figure out what I have done so wrong that could make me so guilty.  I honestly can’t think of anything bad that I have ever done.  I’ve tried to live a good life.  I’ve never killed anybody or stolen anything.  Even at school they call me a goody-goody two-shoes.

Bellows: Oh, don’t let it bother you.  You probably are better than most.  But you see, God’s standard is perfection.  None of us are perfect and that’s why we all need a pardon.

Mike: Perfect?  Why would God set a standard that high?  Nobody could live up to that standard!  That just doesn’t seem right.  That doesn’t seem fair.

Bellows: Hey, He’s God.  He can have any standard He likes.  But don’t sweat it.  Jesus died to take care of it.  Just grab the pardon and don’t worry about what you’ve done to need it.

Mike:  OK… It doesn’t make much sense, but I guess you know what you’re talking about.

(Mike and Steve get up to leave)

Bellows: Where are you guys going?

Mike and Steve: To bed

Scene 4: That night’s dream

Mike: (enters, in his pajamas, enters and goes straight to Jesus.)  Hi Jesus.  The preacher told us that you give out the pardons – that you’re the only one who can because you paid the penalty on the cross when you died for our sins.

Jesus: That’s right.

Mike: Great.  We’ll I’m here for my pardon.  And after that, you can sign my admittance slip.  Hey, where’s Steve.

Jesus: Oh, he’s so excited about coming here that he can’t fall asleep.  I’ll fix that.  (Jesus snaps his fingers and immediately Steve enters and again tosses the teddy bear behind him).

Steve: Jesus.  I’m so glad to see you.  The preacher said that you could pardon me because you paid the penalty for my sins.  That is such a relief to me.

Jesus: (pulls our two pardon forms).  OK.  Let’s get down to business.  But first I have a question to ask of you.  It’s merely routine.  Mike, can you think of anything specific that you have done wrong that makes you guilty and in need of this pardon?

Mike: You know it’s funny you should ask that because that has been driving me crazy all day.  You see, I’m a good guy and I’ve never done anything really wrong.  But the preacher explained it.  He said that God’s standard is perfection and even though I’ve not done anything bad I’m certainly not perfect.  So if not being perfect makes me in need of a pardon… well, I can live with that.  I understand.

Jesus: No, I don’t think you do.  Tell you what.  I want to give you something to read while I talk to Steve.  (Reaches over and dings a bell on the desk.  An angel enters)

Angel: Yes boss?

Jesus: Go get me Mike’s record book.

Angel: Right away Boss.  (Angel exits and re-enters with a very large book.)  Here you go boss.   (Drops book and exits)

Jesus: This is your record book of sins.

Mike: Whoa.  I can’t believe the size of that.

Jesus: Yeah it is smaller than average.  I guess you are better than most.  Now when you read it you will notice that the left column describes what you did and the right side explains why it is wrong, or what your motives were or what the consequences were.

Mike: You want me to read the whole thing?

Jesus: Oh No, you would wake up long before you finished a week’s worth of sins.  Just read a page or two – that should do.  Tell you what.  Let’s go to the end and see what you did last weekend.  (Opens the book to end and drops it in Mike’s lap.  He then turns to Steve)



So Steve, can you think of anything specific that you have done wrong that makes you guilty and in need of this pardon?

Mike: Yeah, more than enough.  I try really hard to be a good person, and up until a few months ago I thought I was doing a pretty good job of it.  But the more I try, the more obvious my failures have become.  I treated a close friend badly and really hurt him.  I’ve seen desires inside of me that were really ugly, and at the time they didn’t seem to even bother me.  And even when I try do good, it’s usually because I want something out of it.  I am so ashamed of not only what I have done but what I am, what I truly am down deep.  This is one of the reasons why I wanted to serve you.  I was hoping that doing some good things might make me feel better – that the guilt might go away.  But a full and free pardon, that is what I really need.  Will you forgive me?

Jesus: Yes I will.  (Picks up a pardon sheet and signs it).  You are now pardoned.

Mike: Oh, man… I feel like a great burden has been lifted off of my back.

Jesus: And let me show you something.  Once you get the pardon, you get a lot of other things along with it.  (Jesus pulls out and opens up a manila folder with many pages of different colors in it).  Here is the admittance to heaven form that Steve wanted.  Notice it is already signed.  When I signed your pardon, the signature was instantly transferred to this page and all of the other pages in this folder.  Here is the employment application that you originally wanted.  You can now serve me.  Do you still want to do that?

Mike: Absolutely, but for a different reason.  It’s not to make me feel better but because… Well I want others to know the peace I that have just received.

Jesus: Great.  Well here is another form.  Many people say this is their favorite.  (shows Mike the form)

Mike: Adoption Papers?

Jesus: That’s right.  You are now a child of God, adopted into the family.  It’s a lot better to be a family member than just a hired hand.

Mike: Cool!  And what’s this one?  (picking up another page)  A real estate lease?  To my heart?

Jesus: Yes.  The Spirit of God has just moved into your heart.  He’s going to live there.  And notice how long the lease if for?

Mike: Wow.  He’s never going to leave?  That’s awesome!

Jesus: Now there are a lot of other great things in this folder.  But you can read about them later.  They are all explained in the Bible.

Jesus: (turns to Mike who has been crying for the last few minutes) So how are you doing?

Mike: I had no idea that I was so selfish, so arrogant… and so blind to my true condition.  I’ve been looking only at my outward actions and I’ve been comparing myself to others.  But inside, Oh… I’m so ashamed.  My sins are so bad, and there are so many of them.  Can you ever forgive me?

Jesus: I know your sins are really bad.  That is why I had to die on the cross.

Mike: I understand now.  Will your forgive me?  And I’m not faking it either.  I really mean that.

Jesus: Oh, I know you’re not faking.  I’ve seen many fakers over the last few millennia, but there’s one thing they don’t seem to understand.  I can see into their hearts.  (Jesus signs the form)  You are now forgiven.

Mike: (holding up the book)  You mean all this is covered?

Jesus: Oh yes. (dings the service bell and the Angel returns)

Angel: Yes boss?

Jesus: (hands Angel the book) Burn It!

Angel: Yes Sir?  (Smiles and winks at Mike)

Steve: What about my book?

Angel: Already burnt.  The very moment your pardon was signed.  (Angel leaves)

(Steve and Mike high-five each other and Jesus pulls out another folder of documents)

Jesus: (to Mike) Here is that heaven admittance form you wanted, and your employment form…

Steve: (to Mike) And were adopted into God’s family too.

Mike: Cool.

Jesus: (pulling a form from the middle of the pack).  This is one you’re really going to like.  You get power – the kind that can help you overcome the control of sin in your lives.  With this power you will be able to resist sins and walk in obedience.  Now you will still sin, and that is why you should never forget your pardon.  You have been forgiven for all of your sins – past, present and future.  You should remind yourself of that every day.  But this power will help you sin much less often.

Steve: This is great!

Jesus: Now… do you guys want to serve me?

Steve: Yeah

Mike: Absolutely

Jesus: Great… because I have a job for you.  That preacher has not been spreading the right message.  I want you to go set him straight.

Mike: Oooo, you’re mad at him aren’t you.

Jesus: No.  I can’t be mad at him.  He’s forgiven and he’s a child of God.  I can’t be mad at him any more than I could be mad at you when you sin.  But I care enough about him to correct him when he strays.  And I want him to preach the truth.  His heart is in the right place, but he was taught some pretty messed up ideas.

Steve: So what do you want us to tell him?

Jesus: Well, he is especially fond of the parables.  So I wrote up a parable that makes the point. (hands a paper to Steve)

Steve: (folds the paper and starts to pocket it).  We will give it to him tomorrow.

Jesus: No, No…  You will have to read it yourself and then explain it to him.  Remember, you’re just dreaming.  You won’t have that page when you wake up.  The only thing you will have in your hand is your teddy bear.

Mike: You sleep with a teddy bear?

Steve: Don’t you tell anybody!

Jesus: (clears throat to get their attention) Now you explain that to him tomorrow.  And this here (pointing to a line on the page) will help convince him.

Mike: (looking at the page together with Steve).  We will give him the message.  Thanks again Jesus.

Scene 5: Back in Church

Bellows: (preaching to the crowd) And so, as we sing “Just as I am”, I want you to get out of your seats, walk down this aisle ask Jesus into your hearts.

(Mike and Steve walk down the aisle together, each holding a brown grocery bag.)  

Bellows: And also accept the pardon that Jesus freely offers – cause He died for your sins.  (As he is speaking he quickly motions for Deacon Doug to come over and to take over the altar call.  He leads Mike and Steve into his office.  They sit at his desk).

Bellows: OK, so what is it this time?

Mike: Jesus said that you are not preaching the gospel right.

Bellows: Oh, really?  And just what am I doing wrong?

Mike: He gave us a parable to use to explain it to you.  (Mike opens the bag and pulls out a stuffed animal – a cat).  This is my pet cat.  He’s a good cat, nothing wrong with him at all.  Perfectly healthy, the sweetest disposition, clean and fresh smelling…

Bellows: (interrupting) that’s a stuffed cat

Mike: Hey, you try to get a live cat to behave on stage.  I’m not a miracle worker you know.  Anyway, there is absolutely nothing wrong with this cat.  But there is one small problem.  (Sniffs cat and sneezes)  I’m allergic to cats.  But that’s no problem.  (Reaches into bag and pulls out a bottle of medicine)  I have my allergy medicine.  (Pretends to open the bottle and swallow a pill).  Without this medicine, I can’t be anywhere near this nice little kitty cat.  But with it, I can be around him, play with him and never have any problems.

Steve: I have a pet too.  (Opens bag and pulls out a stuffed animal – a skunk).  He’s a foul stinky smelly skunk!  P.U.!  And he is diseased, probably got rabies or something.  And not only that, he has got an ornery disposition.  He’s always trying to bite me or squirt me with stink spray.  You will never find an animal worse than this disgusting creature.

Bellows: (playing along).  So why do you even keep him around?

Steve: Because I love him.  But… I can do something about all his problems.  I have this (pulls a small box out of the bag)  Do you know what this is?

Bellows: Nooo

Steve: It’s a skunk fixer kit.  It has medicine to make him healthy.  It has other things to transform his foul disposition into one that is nice and friendly.  It also makes his stink glands fall off.  It also has a special bath soap to clean him up, once and for all, so he will smell sweet instead of stinky.  It covers all of his bad stuff and transforms this hideous creature into a lovely pet that is worthy of living in my home.

Mike: Sir, you have been preaching that we are just like this cat – nothing really wrong with us except that we are human and therefore not perfect.  And you’ve been preaching the blood of Christ as if it were allergy medicine for God, to help Him tolerate our imperfections. 

Steve: But the blood of Christ is not a medicine that God takes so He can be around us.  It is more like this skunk-fixer kit.  It has the power to clean us, heal us and transform us.  We are like this skunk – miserable, hideous, sinful creatures.  But the blood of Jesus makes the foulest clean, covers our sins and transforms us into saints – fit to live eternally with a holy God. 

Bellows: And Jesus told you this?

Mike: Yeah, and He said that if you look again at the scripture verses you were reading last night just before Sport Center came on, you would see that this is correct.

Bellows: (startled – picks up his Bible and opens it to where there is a bookmark).  I was reading John…   (pause)  Oh my.  You know, you guys are right.  How could I have missed this!?!

(There is a knock at the door and Deacon Doug sticks his head in)

Doug: Uh, pastor.  I got a guy here named Norm that walked forward during the altar call.  He would like to talk to you.

Bellows: OK, send him in.

(Norm walks in.  It is the same character that played Jesus).

Steve (to Mike): That’s Jesus! 

Norm (to Mike): Hey, I recognize you.  I work at the J.C. Pennies at the Mall.  I sold you that shirt last week.

Steve: Yeah.  And you sold me these boxer shorts the same day.  (Reaches in his pants)

Norm: That’s OK, I believe you.  Now look, I’d love to stay a chat but I really need to talk to the preacher.  (Walks toward Bellows).

Steve (quietly to Mike): But that was Jesus.

Mike: No.  Don’t you get it?  Nobody really knows what Jesus looks like.  It was just a dream.

Steve: But it seemed so real.

Mike: I think it was.  (Mike and Steve both exit)

Bellows: (to Norm)  So what can I do for you.

Norm: My life is all messed up.  Can God fix it?

Bellows: Yes He can.  But there is something else that you need to deal with first.  You need to seek God’s forgiveness…  Let me tell you about what Jesus did for you.

The End

